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IMPORTANT NUMBERS 


(Area code for all numbers is 604, unless stated) | 
1-800-567-5111 _ 


Search and Rescue or Diver Distress 


Se en 
ere 
eit 


aes a 
‘ - \ % 
‘I 


or ask operator for marine distress 


Environmental Emergency (24-hour) 666-6100 

Sport Fishing Information (24-hour) 666-2828 
(shellfish closure information included) 

Sport Head Recovery Program (collect) 291-6401 — 

Recreational Fisheries 666-6331 
South Coast (Nanaimo) (250) 756-7192 
North Coast (Prince Rupert) (250) 627-3409 
Fraser River (Delta) 666-6512 — 
BC Interior (Kamloops) (250) 851-4878 

Boating Distress Safety and Calling Channel 16 — 

Weather Broadcast Service Channels 21B, © 

WX1, WX2, WX3 ~ 


Marine Mammal Sighting Reporting (250) 756-7253 


ORR — report fisheries and wildlife 1-800-465-4336 

- violations ae 
Government of Canada 1-800-O-Canada 
(1-800-622-6232) — 


B.C. Salmon Sport Fishing Regulatio 
VICTORIA... ., .. , ) S6g-gu8 
NANAIMO ........ . 7atS00e 
VANCOUVER ........ 00am 
Rest of BC . . . CALL TOLL FREE 1-877-320-34 : 


TALKINIG Enter code “B46 
YELLOW PAGES or “FIN 
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INFORMATION AND SAFETY 


Some information that pertains to both tidal water and 
freshwater is located in the Tidal Waters Sport Fishing 
Guide portion of this booklet. Turn the booklet over to read 
the sections indicated by the page numbers below: 


DFO Field OWiCes bee ee tidal water IFC 
GIOSSATY ...0.sssesscssecessnceneenscocesvonvssessnseesnesnseeecens tidal water 4 
| Code of Conduct fOP.t too. eet tidal water 7 
Sport Fishing in B.C. ' : 
Packaging Your Catch.....cccsvesrerssrerseeenen tidal water 9 
Transporting Your Catch ........sssessssessessen tidal water 10 
Atlantic Salmon Watch Program... tidal water 29 
Non-retention and Techniques ..........::s:+ tidal water 38 
to Remember. _ oe ae Ls : 
Consultation and Sport Fishing............:+++ tidal water 100 
Advisory Board 
Creel Surveys & Salmon ....sesccsecesseseerenteees tidal water 104 
Head Recovery Program 
Sport Head Recovery Depots... tidal water 108 
Observe, Record, Report......cescsesesssessersereens tidal water 115 


HOW TO USE THIS SUPPLEMENT 


This booklet is intended as a supplement to the British 
Columbia Freshwater Fishing Regulations Synopsis. It con- 
tains freshwater (non-tidal) salmon species information 
only. For tidal water salmon regulations, turn this booklet 
over to the Tidal Waters Sport Fishing Guide section. For 
regulations regarding freshwater species other than 
salmon, please refer to the provincial Synopsis. 

New this year: This booklet is valid for two years 
(until 2003) and has been combined with the Tidal Waters 
Sport Fishing Guide. 


Before you go fishing in FRESHWATER: 

1. Check the map to find your fishing Region. 

2. Read the information on Licences and Region-specific 
regulations. Purchase a salmon conservation stamp if 
you intend to keep a salmon of any legal size or 
species. 

3. Check with the DFO office nearest to where you intend 
to fish, visit the website at http://www.pac.dfo- 
mpo.gc.ca, or call the Talking Yellow Pages for regu- 
lation changes. Updates may be made in-season. It is 
your responsibility to know the regulations prior to 
fishing. 

4. Ensure that you have your valid Non-Tidal Angling Li- 
cence with you while you are fishing. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


e Check to determine if the location you intend to 
fish is open. 

e It is illegal to catch or attempt to catch salmon by 
snagging or with snares. 

e It is illegal to sportfish for salmon and trout, except 
by angling. 

e There are no salmon in Region 4 (Kootenays). For in- 
formation on other freshwater species in Region 4, 
please refer to the British Columbia Freshwater Fishing 
Regulations Synopsis. 


HABITAT CONSERVATION TRUST FUND 


Part of the cost of your angling licence goes to the 
Habitat Conservation Trust Fund to enhance and protect 
fish stocks and habitat in all regions of British Columbia. 
Each year, the Trust Fund supports more than 150 projects 
ranging in budget from $2,000 to $300,000. 
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How to measure the length of your salmon 


pectoral 


fi 
ventral (pelvic) fin zs 


The length of a fish means the distance measured 
from the tip of the nose to the fork of the tail. 


How big is your catch? 
Use the table below to estimate its weight: 


Salmon weight can also be estimated by using this 
formula: Length x girth? (in inches) + 800 


Please check with your local DFO office or 
consult our website for in-season updates: 


http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
or call the B.C. Salmon Sport Fishing Regulations 


— Talking Yellow Pages 
VICIORIA ......... 953-9000 
NANAIMO ......, .. 741-9000 
VANCOUVER ........ 299-9000 
Restof BC  .. . catt ToL FREE 1-877-320-3467 
TALKING Enter code “3467” 

YELLOW PAGES or “FINS” 


Metric conversion — 2. 5¢ cm = 1 in.; 1 kg = 2.2 lbs. 


Examples: 
30 cm = 11.8 In. 65 Ci = - 25.6 in. 
41 cm= 16 in. 77cm = 30.8 in. 
45cm = 1/_/ in. 115mm =45 in. 
62 cm = 24 4 in. 165 mm = 6.5 in. 


le 


Identify Your Catch 


Chinook — male 


F Chinook - female 


Coho — male 


Y Coho - female 


For more identification information please 
visit our website: 
www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca 


Pink — male 


Chum — female 


Region 1: 


Region 2: 


. Region 3: 


Region 4: 
Region 5A: 


_ Region 5B: 


Region 6: 
Region 7: 
Region 8: 


~ Vancouver Island 


Lower Mainland 
Thompson-Nicola 

Kootenays ... no salmon 
Cariboo (Fraser River Watershed) 
Cariboo (Coastal Watershed) 
Skeena 

Omineca-Peace 

Okanagan 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA TIDAL WATERS SPORT FISHING SEASONS & LIMITS 


Min. Size | Daily | Possession| Annual 
Species 


et Cred) haw pcscae are Closed due to PSP — red tide concerns. Check local office for possible openings. 


N/A Closed” | NIE | Closed due to PSP — red tide concerns. Check local office for possible openings.. 


| N/A | All Year Hand picking 


Shrimp & Prawns Spear while Traps and ring nets must have buoys attached clearly showing 


in the shell diving, ring net or | owner identification. 


: 4 F : 
OR a3 Bene Mb RS The release of prawns carrying eggs is recommended for 


head and thorax ' .combination of conservation purposes. 
removed these combined. 


Ghost Shrimp Hand digging & 
hand pump 


Limpets/Whelks 


HSI4 1143HS 


N/A All Year 


All other species of N/A All Year Various 
shellfish 


HSI41T135HS 


Species Season Open 


12 to 29 N/A All Year 


N/A 1 2 N/A 


Mussels — California 


Crab —Alaska King 


Crab — Dungeness 


Crab — Red Rock 


Crab — Shore 


Any species cf 
crab not listed 


Octopus 


Oysters 
in shell 
OR 
shelled (not both) 


N/A 
N/A 


ST 


Gear Permitted 


Hand picking 


Maximum of 2 rings, 
dip nets, or traps or 
combination of these 
per person. Hand 
picking while diving 
or otherwise is 
permitted. 

No sharp-pointed 
instruments 
permitted for use in 
harvesting crab. 


“Rot Cord” require- 
ment for traps applies 
— see page 68. 


to pull up cme 
permitted. 


No chemicals or 


sharp-pointed 
instruments 


Hand picking 


Comments 


NA eantraton al Closed due to PSP — red tide concerns. Check local office for possible openings. 


Pacific Rim National Park (Areas 23 and 24) — 
combined Blue/Californiamussels daily limit = 12. 


Aggregate daily limit of mussels (all species) = 75. 


Closed all year for conservation purposes. ~ 


Aggregate daily limit of Dungeness, Red Rock, and King crab 
in Areas 1 to 10, 21 to 27 =6. 


Aggregate daily limit of Dungeness, Red Rock crab 
in Areas 11 to 20, 28, 29 = 4. 


Traps must have owner identification. 


Daily oyster limit can be either the shelled or unshelled limit — 
not both. Lower Mainland area is closed to oyster harvest. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA TIDAL WATERS SPORT FISHING SEASONS & LIMITS 


Min. Size 
Limit 


Gear Permitted Comments 


Species 


All clam species 
(except Razor Clam in 1-5) 


Razor Clam 1 (subarea N/A ed 150 All Year Hand digging only 
1-5 only) 


12 to 29 tS 2 ae ee All Year Hand digging only 
Butter Clam 12 to 29 a All Year Hand digging only 


Horse Clam 12 to 29 12 All Year Hand picking & 
digging 


ere 


12 to 29 N/A All Year Hand picking & 
digging 
re Oe aa sce 


Season Open 


Closed all year for conservation purposes. 


1 to 11 N/A Closed Closed all year due to paralytic shellfish poisoning (PSP) — 
red tide concerns. 


Subarea 1-5 is the waters of Mcintyre Bay on 
Queen Charlotte Islands. 


Lower Mainland area is closed to clam havest. 
Check for closures due to PSP. 


Aggregate daily limit of clams (all species) = 75. 
Daily or possession limit for all species of clam cannot exceed 
individual species. 

Special limits apply in Pacific Rim National Park as follows: 
8 razor clams; 3 geoducks; 12 horse clams; 

24 littIneck or manila clams; 0 butter clams; 

maximum aggregate of all clam species = 24 clams. 


HSI4 113HS 


Closed due to PSP - red tide concerns. Check local office for possible openings. 


Closed due to PSP — red tide concerns. Check local office for possible openings. 


Pacific Rim National Park (Areas 23 and 24) — 
combined Blue/Californiamussels daily limit = 12. 
Aggregate daily limit of mussels (all species) = 75. 
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Species 


Rockfish 


Yelloweye Rockfish 
(Red Snapper) 


Sablefish (Black cod 


Smelt 


Sole & Flounder 


Trout 
(includes Steelhead, 
Cutthroat, Brown, and 
Dolly Varden Char) 


Min. Size , Daily , Possession, Annual 


Limit 


/A 


N/A 
N/A 


N/A 
N/A 


N/A 


All Year Hook & line 
All Year Hook & line 


All Year, except 
closed June 15 
to Aug. 15 


All Year Hook & line 


All Year Hook & line 
All Year Hook & line 


Comments 


Includes all species of perch, pile perch, and shiners. 


Aggregate daily limit for all rockfish is 8, no more than 3 may be 
Yelloweye. 


Aggregate daily limit for all rockfish is 5, no more than 2 may 
be Yelloweye. Rockfish protection areas are in effect. 


These are counted as part of the aggregate limit on rockfish. 
Rockfish protection areas are in effect. 


Gillnet cannot exceed 7.5 m in length, mesh size must be 
greater than 25 mm and less than 50 mm. 


The fishery is open only from 8 am Thursday to 8 am Monday. 


Includes all species of flounder and sole but not halibut. 
Non-retention only. 


Only 1 fish per day may be greater than 50 cm. 2 
Daily limit is 0 in tidal waters of Tlell River in Area 2. See p. 69. 


Retention of hatchery marked fish only. No retention of wild 
fish south of Cape Caution. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA TIDAL WATERS SPORT FISHING SEASONS & LIMITS 


Min. Size | Daily | Possession | Annual 
Limit Limit imi imit | Season Open | Gear Permitted Comments 


Codfish 1 to 29 None 16 N/A All Year Hook & line, spear 
(includes Pacific cod, Tom 
cod, pollock, and hake 
Eulachon 1 to 27 None N/A All Year Gillnet, dip net Gillnet cannot exceed 7.5 m in length, mesh size must be greater 
than 25 mm and less than 50 mm. 


Herring 1 to 29 None 20 ; All Year Dip net, herring jig, 
herring rake, 
cast net 


Lingcod tto10e = cet None: y,>. All Year 


on size limits 11 to 20, 28, 29 65 cm 10 June 1 -Sep. 30 ine, Record your catch on your licence. 
: East of a line from Sheringham Pt. to the 
International Boundary (Area 20). 
20 to 27 65 cm April 15.- Nov. 15 ine, West of a line from Sheringham Pt. to the 
International Boundary (Area 20). 
Mackerel 1 to 29 Hook & line, dip net, 
herring jig, cast net 
Northern Anchovy 1 to 29 N/A All Year Dip net, herring jig, 
herring rake, 
cast net 
Pacific Sand Lance 1 to 29 N/A All Year Dip net, herring jig, 
(Needlefish) herring rake, 
cast net 


Pacific Sardine All Year Dip net, herring jig, 
(Pilchard) herrinn raka i 
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Sockeye 


The sockeye is almost toothless, with numerous long gill rak- 
ers and prominent, glassy eyes. Slimmest and most stream- 
lined of the Pacific species, the silver-blue sockeye lives from 
four to five years. It usually weighs between 2.2 kg and 3.1 
kg but can reach 6.3 kg. Young sockeye remain in fresh-water 
nursery lakes a year or more before migrating to the sea. 


Each sockeye salmon you keep must be at least 30 cm 
long. 


Sockeye salmon/Saumon rouge 
Oncorhynchus nerka 


France 
saumon rouge 


Germany 
Rotlachs, Blaurticken 


Japan 
benizake, benimasu, himemasu 


Spain 
salmon 


T. Pletcher copyright (photo) 
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Pink Pink salmon/Saumon rose 
Pink salmon have tiny scales and a tail heavily marked with Oncorhynchus gorbuscha 
large oval spots. Unlike the other salmon species, the tail of a 
pink has no silver in it. In the sea, pinks have silver bodies ee pi, 
with spotted backs. They are the smallest of the Pacific 
salmon, usually weighing about 2.2 kg, but occasionally Cerany 
Buckellachs 


reaching 5.5 kg. They are more abundant in northern waters 


in even-numbered years and in southern waters in odd- japan, 


Sepparimasu, masu karafutomasu 
numbered years. Pinks live only two years. S i s i 
In 


Each pink salmon you keep must be salmon rosado 


at least 30 cm long. 


T. Pletcher copyright (photo) 


Coho 


Coho have white gums, black tongues and a few spots on the 
upper portion of their bodies and silver-coloured tails. They 
have a wide tail base. The cleithrum (collar of the fish, under 
the gillcover) is distinctly blue peppered or mottled. Bright 
silver with a metallic blue dorsal surface, coho usually live 
for three years and grow rapidly in their final year. They 
weigh between 1.3 kg and 14 kg. In the Strait of Georgia from 
April to early June, small coho passing from the grilse stage 
to maturity are called bluebacks. 


Coho salmon/Saumon coho 
Oncorhynchus kisutch 

France 

saumon argenté 


Germany 
Silberlachs 


Japan 
ginzake, ginmasu 
Spain 
salmon 


T. Pletcher copyright (photo) 


Chum 


A white tip on the anal fin usually identifies a chum salmon. 
Resembling sockeye, but larger, chum have silvery sides and 
faint grid-like bars as they near spawning streams. The tail 
base is narrow and there is silver in the tail. They live three 
to five years and weigh about 4.5 kg to 6.5 kg, but they have 
been known to reach as much as 15 kg. 


Each chum salmon you keep must be at least 30 cm long. 


Chum salmon/Saumon kéta 


Oncorhynchus keta 
France 
saumon kéta 


Germany 
Hundslachs, Ketalachs 


Japan 

sake, shake 
Spain 
salmon chum 


T. Pletcher copyright (photo) 


Chinook 


Black gums and a silver, spotted tail distinguish the chinook 
from other salmonids. It has a lightly spotted blue-green 
back and is the largest, most prized game fish. The chinook 
lives from three to seven years. It weighs between 1.5 kg and 
30 kg. Average-size chinooks are often known as springs in 
B.C. Those over 13.5 kg are called tyees, and in the U.S., chi- 
nook are called king salmon. 


Chinook salmon/Saumon quinnat 
Oncorhynchus tshawytscha 

France 

saumon royale 


Germany 
Konigslachs 


Japan 
masunosuke 


Spain 
salmon chinook 


T. Pletcher copyright (photo) 
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LOCAL COHO OPENINGS 


ree es 
Opportunity to Hook & Line Check with the 
be announced Campbell River 
in season field office. 
May 1 to Hook & Line 
December 31 
June 1 to Hook & Line 
Halfmoon Bay, north of line from the southern tip of Jeddah Point to the most western tip of the December 31 
unnamed island at Coopers Green Park. 
Area 28: August 1 to Hook & Line 
The waters inside a line from Tyee Point to a fisheries boundary sign at the foot of Pasco Rd, in October 15 
Horseshoe Bay. 


Area 28: neces ae All Year Hook & Line 


Those waters of Burrard Inlet, bounded by a line from Point Atkinson southerly to a fishing bound- 2 
30 cm 2 April 1 to Hook & Line 
September 30 


ary sign at Point Grey and bounded on the east by the First Narrows (Lion’s Gate) Bridge. 
June 1 to Hook & Line 


August 1 to 
September 30 


Area 11: 
The Waters of Seymour Inlet, including Nugent Sound and Frederick Sound, and the waters of 
Belize Inlet, including Mereworth Sound and Allison Sound. 


Area 13 
The waters in Bute Inlet from Fawn Bluff to Orford Bay. (Exact boundaries to be announced in 


season.) 


Hatchery 
coho 


Area 16: 
The waters of Sechelt Inlet, south of a line between Four Mile Point and Carlson Point. 


Area 16: 


Area 28: 
Portions of Burrard Inlet, Indian Arm and Port Moody consisting of those bounded on the west 
by a line drawn from a fisheries boundary sign located at the western boundary of Cates Park 
southeasterly to the west end of the Transmountain Pipeline dock, on the north by a line drawn 
from Best Pt. northeasterly to a fisheries boundary sign located at the northern end of Buntzen 
Bay, and on the east by a line drawn from Dockkrill Pt. south to Reed Pt. 


Area 29: 


The waters inside a line one- December 31 


half mile off Snickett Park to the Point Stalishan Breakwater. 


_ BRITISH COLUMBIA TIDAL WATERS SPORT FISHING SEASONS & LIMITS 


Min. Size Possession | Annual 
Limit imi imi Season Open | Gear Permitted Comments 


Chinook W1Opt le 4 30 All Year Hook & line Special restrictions will be introduced in Areas 1, 2W and 
101 to possibly other areas to protect stocks of concern. Check with 
111, 142 your loca! DFO office for details prior to fishing. 
12 to 19 2 4 15 All Year Hook & line North of Cadboro Pt. Special restrictions may be introduced. 
Check with your local DFO office for details prior to fishing. 
28, 29 For Fraser River tidal waters — see p. 45 for 
specific regulations. 


19 to 20 a All Year Hook & line South of Cadboro Pt to Sheringham Pt. 
20 to 27, 45 cm All Year Hook & line West of Sheringham Pt. Special restrictions will be introduced. 
121 to 127 Check with your local DFO office for details prior to fishing. 


1 to 10, 101 N/A All Year Hook & line Special restrictions may be introduced in some areas. Check 
to 110, 142 with your local DFO office for details prior to fishing. 


11 to 29, Hook & line Refer to the salmon table on the next page for some 
121 to 127 local opportunities. 


9 to 10, 109 Closed None Closures are in effect due to significant conservation concerns 
to 110, 22 for Rivers and Smith inlet sockeye stocks. 


11 to 21, N/A All Year Hook & line Special restrictions may be introduced to protect specific stocks. 
23 to 29 Check with your local DFO office for details prior to fishing. 
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